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Request to Halt Dakota Access Construction

By Jack Fitzpatrick
Washington Brief

» A federal judge denied a request to halt construction of the Dakota Access
pipeline, though he left open the possibility of a stoppage in the future.
(The Washington Fost)

= Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) filed cloture on
confirmation votes for Scott Pruitt to lead the Environmental Protection
Agency, Rick Perry to lead the Department of Energy, and Rep. Ryan
Zinke (R-Mont.) to lead the Department of the Interior, among others. (The_
Hilt)

« Seven Senate Democrats wrote to the White House counsel warning that
adviser Carl Icahn has a conflict of interest as an owner of CVR Energy
stock who advises President Donald Trump on the Renewable Fuel
Standard. (CNN Money)

Business Brief

« China is considering taking further steps to reduce smog, including
possibly requiring steel and aluminum producers to cut more output and
banning coal in a major port, according to a draft policy document.
(Reuters)

«  Wind turbines supplied more than half of the electricity in the Great Plains
region on Sunday, the first time it has surpassed that landmark.
(Bloomberg News)

« The utilities that own the Navajo Generating Station, a
significant employer on the Navajo Nation that is also one of the top
polluting plants in the country, announced they will close the plant in 2019.
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Events Calendar (All Times Local)

Tuesday
NARUC Winter Meetin

House Energy and Commerce subcommittee hearing on self-

House Rules Committee meeting on resolution of disapproval

on Interior
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Senate Environment and Public Works Committee hearing on

Endangered Species Act
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anergy transmission
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guarantees

Fharsdayuncil event on U.S. and German power seclor 12.30
transitions p.m.
House Eneragyv and Commerce subcommittee hearing on 10
infrastructure and environmental laws S
House Science Committee hearing on NASA 10

a.m.
CHIS event on ol and gas markets 10

a.m.
Friday

No events scheduled

General

Federal ludoe reiects reqguest to block Dakota Access pipeline - for now
Steven Mufson and Spencer 8. Hsu, The Washington Post

A District of Columbia federal judge on Monday turned down a request to
temporarily block construction on the Dakota Access pipeline, saying
there would not be any risk of immediate harm until oil starts flowing. But
U.S. District Judge James E. Boasberg, while denying a request by two
Native American Lakota tribes for a temporary restraining order, ordered
the pipeline company to provide weekly updates about when it expected
oil to begin flowing, leaving open the possibility of further court
intervention.

McConnell sets up votes on six Trump nominees
Jordain Carney, The Hill
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